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January 4, 2008 —GSE Team 
Presentation  

January 11, 2008— David 
Ashenhurst  

January 18, 2008—
Representative from the Murray 
Ridge Center  

January 25, 2008 —Judge Greg 
White  

February 1, 2008 —TBA  

February 8, 2008 —TBA  

February 15, 2008 —Jean 
McKibben,  “History of Medicine in 
Oberlin, Part I”  

February 22, 2008 —Daniel J. 
Talarek, Lorain County Treasurer   

February 23, 2008 —Paul Harris 
Celebration / Oberlin Rotary 70th 
Birthday Celebration  

February 29, 2008 —Rick 
Hetsko,  “What’s New in Hearing 
Health”    

March 2, 2008 —Pancake 
Breakfast  

March 29, 2008 —District 
Assembly 

April 25-27, 2008 —District 
Conference 2008  

May 10, 2008—District 6600 
STRIVE Competition  

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

A Guide to Making the Most Out of Your Oberlin Rotary Experience! 

President’s Message 
First of all, Connie and I sincerely wish you and your families a 
very Happy New Year!  Thank you, everyone, for all you do in 
our community. Thank you for your contributions through the 
spirit of sharing. This is how we are able to accomplish the 
great things we do in the world as Rotary International.  

January is Rotary Awareness month. We have several 
activities planned throughout the Rotary year to increase our 
understanding of Rotary. 

Our annual Paul Harris dinner will be 
held on the 23rd of February. This will 
be a singular event in that we will 
celebrate our 70th anniversary, or 
Septuagintennial. Centennial 
President Pat has promised a special 
retrospective of 70 years of Rotary in 
Oberlin. You don’t want to miss it! 

The pancake breakfast is set for 
March 2nd.  It’s always fun to see 
grown men and women pretending to 
know what they’re doing – especially 
behind the serving line! 

For family fun, join us at Kalahari Waterpark Resort & 
Conference Center in Sandusky for the District Conference 
the week-end of April 27-29th.  

A final note for Rotary Awareness— our monthly board 
meetings are held at the Oberlin Inn the 2nd Wednesday each 
month at 5:30 PM. All are invited (and it counts as a make-up)! 

Yours in Rotary! 
Michael Loflin, 2007-2008 Oberlin Rotary Club Presi dent 

January 2008 Volume 5, Issue 5 January is Rotary Awareness Month 

February 23, 2008—Paul Harris 
Celebration / Oberlin Rotary 
70th Birthday Celebration  
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Single-Patient Rooms coming 
soon to Allen Community 

Hospital—Rotary Helps Effort 
 

Allen Community Hospital is proud to provide high 
quality, compassionate care, the latest technology, 
and comfortable facilities to better serve you – our 
patients and families in southern Lorain County and 
beyond. 

Allen Community Hospital is 100 years old and go-
ing strong.  Since 2002, major improvements have 
been made to Allen’s Emergency Room (with gener-
ous support from the Oberlin Rotary Club), Surgery 
Center, Diagnostic Imaging, Lab and Chapel.  With 
these improvements, Allen has become a true com-
munity asset and has been recognized regionally 
and nationally for achieving patient-satisfaction 
scores in the top 5% in the nation.  

Next, ACH is creating single-patient rooms to offer 
better comfort and privacy for patients who require a 
hospital stay. 

Beyond greater comfort and privacy, patients in pri-
vate rooms heal faster, have shorter stays and 
lower infection rates.  Plus, family members can bet-
ter support their loved ones and promote wellness in 
the comfort of a private room.  

Allen’s new single-patient rooms will be especially 
family friendly with cozy furniture, large-screen tele-
visions, internet ports, CD/DVD players and per-
sonal bathrooms.   

Other advancements on the inpatient floor include a 
new state-of-the-art patient monitoring system, re-
furbished living rooms on each wing, more efficient 
work spaces for physicians and staff, and more. 

Then end result will be an inpatient floor that will be 
a highly attractive environment of care truly condu-
cive to healing, with best clinical practices and a fo-
cus on customer-service approach. 

The cost to create each single-patient room is ap-
proximately $20,000.  The cost of the entire project 
(25 rooms plus additional improvements) is 
$700,000. 

Allen Community Hospital is a not-for-profit organi-
zation.  Major improvements such as these are only 
possible because of generous individuals like you.   

Allen Community Hospital is honored to receive 
this gift from the Oberlin Rotary Club.  This gift 
will have a major impact!   

For more information please contact Dale Preston at 

the Allen Community Hospital Foundation.  Phone 
(440) 776-7025.  Or visit online at www.ACH-
Foundation.org. 

 

Chronicles contributors for January…  
Mike Loflin, President James Hieb, Editor 
Dale Preston   Jeanne McKibben 
Gerry Findlan  Roger Cooper 
Jim Howard   Ronnie Cole 
Kyle & Chad Hieb  Santa & Mrs. Claus 

December 22, 2007, Oberlin, Ohio —Rotary pre-
sents $5000 check to the Allen Community Hospital 
Foundation   The Oberlin Rotary club presented 
a $5,000 check to the Allen Community Hospital 
Foundation on December 22, 2007.  Club President 
Mike Loflin indicated, "this is the first installment of a 
$20,000 pledge. We are proud to support our local 
hospital and the importance it has in our commu-
nity!"  

Memorial Fund Balance (as of 11/30/07)…  
· Scholarship Fund is  $256,116.92 
· Community Fund is $38,238.35 

Santa Paws 2008 Date Set...    
Thanks to all who participated in the 2007 
event—over 40 pictures were taken.  

The date has been set for the 2008 event 
(December 1, 2008). Have your pet's picture 
taken with Santa & Mrs. Claus. All proceeds 
from this fundraiser go directly to the Oberlin 
Rotary Scholarship Fund.  Join us at Douds 
Veterinary Hospital, 12115 State Route 58, 
Oberlin (in the Doud Training Center).    
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...Holiday Greetings…  
Member Jim Molyneaux  send the club a card 
from his winter home in Fort Meyers, FL.  He 
acknowledged that he enjoys reading the club 
newsletter.  We look forward to Jim & Barb’s 
return in the spring! 

The Oberlin Heritage Center  noted in their 
card to the club, “we do so appreciate all the 
good work you do in the Oberlin community.” 

...Oberlin Community 
Services (OCS) Letter... 

December 18, 2007— Thank you for your 
participation in the Oberlin Community Services 
Holiday Helping Hands program this past 
Holiday season. This year, we matched up one 
hundred and ten families through your 
generosity and the generosity of others. 

The families were surprised and delighted when 
they came to pick up their gifts. It was such a 
pleasure to see the delight in a mother’s and 
father’s eyes as we carried out armfuls of 
beautifully wrapped presents, so carefully 
chosen. One mother through that she would be 
able to walk home with the gifts, but we ended 
up giving her a ride as there were too many for 
her to carry! Another family didn’t know that 
they were receiving gifts as they had just 
moved to town and we were able to match 
them up at the last minute. When they arrived 
to collect the gifts they were speechless as we 
loaded up their car amidst hugs and tears. 
These sentiments are what makes this program 
such a joyous one to run and a nice way to end 
the year. 

We are grateful for your generosity, and hope 
that you enjoyed shopping for your Holiday 
Helping Hands families. Please know that your 
gifts were appreciated by us, and most 
importantly, by their recipients. 

Happy New Year! 

Linda Arbogast, Executive Director 
Kathy Burns, Client Services Coordinator 

P.S. And thanks so much for your help at the 
food distribution! 

Oberlin Community Services —in addition to 
the Rotary support reference in the OCS letter, 
the Oberlin Rotary club supports OCS by pro-
viding $200 monthy ($2400 annually).  This 
money is used in their 
discretionary fund to 
assist families who are 
facing difficult times 
with a monthly electric 
bill, a prescription, or 
some unplanned expen-
diture. The Rotary 
club’s ongoing support 
has assisted countless 
families.  Without these funds, OCS would have 
to turn away families who have no other place 
to turn to.  Proceeds from the annual auction 
help make this community support possible! 

Traveling soon?  Bring back the indi-
vidual size soaps and shampoos for Roger & 
Fran Cooper for their ongoing work with local 
women’s shelters. For more information, con-
tact Roger Cooper at 440-775-7711. 
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December 22, 2007 —Santa and Mrs. Claus were in attendance at the club’s annual holiday party on Satur-
day and the over 100 in attendance were delighted with the holiday cheer they provided. Children of all ages 
were able to sit on Santa’s lap and enjoy a warm and loving hug from Mrs. Claus.  President Mike stated, “the 
annual holiday party is a highlight of our rotary year! We have an opportunity to enjoy the family of rotary and 
count our many blessing!” 

It was reported that a few Rotarians may have made the naughty list, however, Santa did not bring this list 
with him on this occasion.  Mrs. Claus was overheard saying, “Rotary does so much for the local community 
and internationally, that I convinced Santa to leave the naughty list at home this year!”  

...McKibben Embarks on 
Training…  

President-Elect Jeanne McKibben will be at-
tending Pre-PETS (President-Elect Training 
Seminar) on February 9, 2008 at Owens Com-
munity College in Findlay, Ohio. The purpose of 
Pre-PETS is to provide a general orientation to 
her year as President. This "nuts and bolts" pro-
gram will include sessions on strategic thinking, 
the sharing of ideas among her fellow club 
presidents, and an overview of her responsibili-
ties as club president. Jeanne will also be pro-
vided with her President's Notebook which is 
chock full of useful information for her and her 
committee chairs. Good luck President-Elect 
Jeanne! 

...Rotary Tidbits…  
Students Honored for November 
Elaine Hershberger and Katie Laushman were 
honored on November 16, 2007 at the weekly 
noon luncheon of the Oberlin Rotary Club as 
“Seniors of the Month”. 
Gates Foundation Challenge for Polio 
The announcement that Rotary accepted a 
US$100 million challenge grant from the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation that will generate 
$200 million for polio eradication continues to 
receive media attention around the globe. 
Hats, Gloves, & Coats for Children  
Hats, Gloves, & Coats are still being collected 
for children in the Oberlin school system. There 
is a real need and the Oberlin Rotary Club is 
once again spear heading an effort to meet the 
needs of our children. Donation of money or 
clothing are being accepted. 
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1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and better 

FRIENDSHIP? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

Rotary 4-Way Test 

1. The development of acquaintance as an 
opportunity for service; 

2. High ethical standards in business and pro-
fession; the recognition of the worthiness of 
all useful occupations; and the dignifying of 
each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportu-
nity to serve society; 

3. The application of the ideal of service in 
each Rotarian’s personal, business, and 
community life; 

4. The advancement of international under-
standing, goodwill, and peace through a 
world fellowship of business and profes-
sional persons united in the ideal of ser-
vice. 

Object of Rotary 

...Reflections... 
December 28, 2007— Rotarian Bert Locke 
offered an inspirational “reflections” message at 
the club’s last meeting of the 2007 calendar 
year. He shared a picture of downtown Oberlin 
from years gone by, as well as a picture of he 
and his sister at their former lodge house west 
of Oberlin.  But it was the verbal message of 
being thankful, both personally and 
professionally, for everything in your life…..not 
forgetting to express love and kindest to your 
family and community that resonated well with 
those in attendance. Thank you Bert for sharing 
your “reflections” message.   

2006 picture of Bert & Penelope Locke at a summer 
concert on Tappan Square. 

2007-08 Rotary Theme 

...All Ohio PETS... 
March 7-9, 2008— Since 1981, the All-Ohio 
Presidents Elect Training Seminar (formerly the 
Ohio Leadership Institute) has provided (and 
improved upon) this service to the five Rotary 
Districts in Ohio. The districts select qualified 
leaders and draw upon their collective knowledge 
and experience to provide this comprehensive 
two-day program of learning 
and the sharing of ideas. 

President-Elect Jeanne 
McKibben will be receiving 
additional training at this event. 
Jim Hieb will be serving as one 
of the Facilitator Trainers at 
this event. 
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...Rotary Awareness Month... 
January  is Rotary Awareness Month—The New 
Year is a great time to renew our understanding of 
Rotary as well as to think of ways in which we can 
talk about Rotary to people we come in contact with 
during our daily routines. We routinely stress the 
need to continue to look for new members. What a 
better way to interest people in Rotary than to share 
with them some of the wonderful activities and 
accomplishments over the past year. 

Rotary’s commitment to Youth  
We could begin with Rotary’s commitment to 
education and particularly to providing important 
scholarship aid to local students. We could tell them 
about the several STRIVE programs we support in 
local schools. And, we could mention our 
commitment to help improve literacy through the 
books we have placed in local schools (mostly 
recently with a donation made on December 22nd). 
Rotary’s commitment to Community  
In the area of community support we could make 
our acquaintances aware of some of the 
organizations we support, including caring for the 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Park and the Oberlin 
Community Center where we provide food, gifts and 
money on a regular basis. The annual auction helps 
us with the necessary funds to support the 
community….make sure you are contributing to the 
auction efforts.. 

Rotary’s commitment to International Projects  
We could then talk about a few of the international 
projects we support, such the numerous projects in 
Central America, which Judy Riggle continues to 
bring to our attention. We could mention Rotary’s 
tremendous success in helping to immunize 
children against Polio and other debilitating 
diseases and we could talk about the many ways in 
which Rotary International serves to strengthen 
awareness, understanding and cooperation 
between and among nations. Rotary’s efforts truly 
help to bring peace to many parts of the world.  

These are just a few of the many many ways in 
which Rotary is doing good locally and throughout 
the world. Why not make it your resolution to 
increase your awareness of Rotary in 2008? The 
Rotarian magazine and the Rotary website are 
two excellent recourses to help each of us achieve 
this!   

- Contributed by Jim Howard 

...Notes and Information from 
your Club Secretary / 

Treasurer... 
Thank You Notes Received: 

· The Wheelchair Foundation wrote to thank 
us for our ‘generous’ donation of $450.00  
that will be used to provide mobility to those 
in need throughout the world. 

· Oberlin School District wrote to thank us for 
the $300.00 donation to the InterAct Club. 
We sent the donation thanking the InterAct 
kids for their help at Doggie Doo. 

· The Boys and Girls Clubs of Lorain County 
acknowledge our club’s support in the past 
and express the hope that we would do so 
in the future. 

DONATION REPORTING FOR 2007 TAX 
YEAR 

Club members are reminded that I will provide 
you with a letter documenting your donations to 
the Rotary Club for this tax year. 

Please see me at a club meeting or call me so 
we can review your donations for 2007 to 
insure that my records are accurate. 

See page 7 for a sample of the letter the club 
will provide. 

Again, please contact me if you wish to review 
your donations for this year. 

Yours in Rotary, 

��������������������� ���
Gerry Findlan, Secretary / Treasurer 

P.S. Don’t forget to check out the club’s website 
at www.oberlinrotary.org  for a current list of 
upcoming events, latest news, past issues of 
the Oberlin Rotary Chronicles (the official club 
newsletter), and information about scholarships 
offered. 

 www.oberlinrotary.org  www.rotary.org 
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SAMPLE LETTER 
 
 
Rotary Club of Oberlin 
P.O. Box 123 
Oberlin, OH 44074 
 
Date: 
 
Your Name & Address 
 
Dear ____________: 
 
Thank you for your donation for TAX year 
2007: 

$______  in support of the work of the  
  Rotary Club of Oberlin. 

$______  in support of the work of Rotary 
  International (Paul Harris fund). 

$______  other (MESA, etc). 

 
We appreciate your donation helping Rotari-
ans around the world to address local and in-
ternational needs. 
 
Please retain this letter for your records. It is 
an important document necessary for any tax 
deduction for this contribution. This letter con-
firms, pursuant to Section 170 of the US Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended 
{Section 1217 of PPA#170(f((17)}, that nei-
ther the Rotary Club of Oberlin nor Rotary In-
ternational has provided you with any goods 
or services in exchange for this contribution.  
 
Again, thank you for your donation. 
 
Yours in Rotary, 

��������������������� ���
 
Gerry Findlan 
Secretary /Treasurer 

Rotary’s District Conference at 
Kalahari is Family Friendly! 

Sandusky, Ohio  – Have you heard that the 2008 
District Conference will be held at the Kalahari 
Resort in Sandusky, Ohio, on April 25-27? When 
our dad told us about the family-focused event  
being planned by District Governor Ralph Schibler 
and his team…..we were so exited! 

Now we know that you can expect a great 
experience  at the District Conference with great 
speakers, club recognitions, and other programming 
that includes students and networking with friends 
from throughout District 6600. We heard that DGE 
Dave (sorry – we are still learning how to say his 
last name) will be there and he is busy planning for 
the 2008-09 rotary year. And daddy said something 
about Rotary’s final push to end polio and some 
exciting news about a computer guy named Bill who 
has again partnered with Rotary with more money 
(we think it was a 1 with a bunch of zeros behind it). 

The most fun for us is the fact that we get to go! The 
last couple of years, Rotary District 6600 has done 
a great job of planning activities for us kids. There is 
a really nice lady named Mrs. Clemens from the 
Defiance Rotary Club who plans all the activities 
and she even brings a bunch of her young teenager 
friends to play with us! The best part is that all the 
Rotarian parents can go to their rotary meetings and 
they don’t have to worry about us…..actually, it is a 
sad time when our parents come to get us. 

So we think everyone in the Oberlin club should 
go to the 2008 District Conference!  

But we just 
couldn’t wait any 
longer!  So we 
took it upon 
ourselves to 
conduct an 
independent, 
kid-tested, kid-
approved, pre-
event trip to 
Kalahari  to 
scope out what our Oberlin Rotary friends can 
expect in April. As you will see from the 
picture….we had a great time going down the water 
slides, playing in the pool, and spending time in the 
game arcade! See you at Kalahari! 

Since it is an election year, we want all of you to  
know that our names are Kyle (age 9) & Chad 
(age 7) Hieb – and we approve of this message!  
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Oberlin Rotary Officers…  
Mike Loflin, President 
John D. Cole, PDG, Vice President 
Gerry Findlan, Treasurer/Secretary 
Jeanne McKibben, President-Elect 
Rex Engle, Sergeant-at-Arms 
 

Oberlin Rotary Directors…  
Jill Herron 
Debbie Harris 
David Miklos 
Donald Heuring 
 

Oberlin Memorial Fund…  
John D. Cole, PDG, Community 
Chair 
Rex Engle, Scholarship Chair 
 

District 6600 Governor…  
Ralph Schibler 
 

Rotary International President…  
Wilfrid J. Wilkinson 

Rotary Club of Oberlin 
P.O. Box 123 

Oberlin, Ohio  44074 

December 22, 2007 —President Mike presents a $5000 
check to the “Immerse Yourself in Service” project in 
Kenya.  Several Oberlin College students will be working 
to assist the Inspiration for Ilham school during the OC 
winter break.  We look forward to hearing more about the 
efforts of the OC students to impact the lives on children in 
Kenya.  

 www.oberlinrotary.org  

70th Anniversary Party 

February 23, 2008 

The Board of Directors have an-
nounced that February 23, 2008, 
will serve as both our Paul Harris 
Celebration & the date we celebrate 
Oberlin Rotary’s 70th Birthday 
Celebration!  Join us! 

Coming Events in District 6600... 

February 2—Executive Committee (Findlay Ford - 9:30 
AM) 

February 9 PETS I—Owens Community College - Findlay 

March 7-9—All-Ohio PETS (The Columbus, a Renais-
sance Hotel) 

March 29—District Assembly (Owens Community College 
- Findlay) 

April 25-27—District Conference (Sandusky) 

District Assembly—March 29, 2008... 

Board members, committee chairs, new Rotari-
ans…..actually all Oberlin Rotarians should consider at-
tending this 1 day training session.  Contact President-
Elect Jeanne McKibben or the district website 
(www.rotarydistrict6600.org) for more information. 

New Members Needed... 

Service Above Self—why not share the experience of Ro-
tary with a friend—invite them to join Rotary! Your Rotary 
experience was made possible by someone who invited 
you to join—remember that Rotary shares! 


